




















90th 2026 Busan 
World Library and  
Information Congress

 Jurye Open Library, 
Sasang-gu, Busan

2025 Grand Prize, Korean Architecture Awards

2025 Grand Prize, The Busan Architecture Award

2025 Excellence Award, Busan Beautiful Landscape Award

Open to Everyone, 
Connected with 
Everyone

Barrier-Free Facilities 
and Programs for 
People of All Ages and 
Abilities

Active Community 
Participation

The library is supported 
through the active and 
voluntary participation 
of local residents.

A Library Alive 
with Sound

Open Events for 
Everyone, Enabled 
by the Library’s Open 
Architectural Design

Instagram Website



Leading Library
of Seoul

Statistically, Seoul ranks second nationwide in the number of public libraries, with a total of 216 libraries, 
and first in the number of visitors per library.
 
As the representative regional library of Seoul, the Seoul Metropolitan Library (SML) develops and supports policies to ensure 
that all citizens can enjoy equitable library services regardless of their location or circumstances. 
To fulfill this role, SML has been implementing three major initiatives: 
the Seoul Library Support Policy, the Development of Seoul Library Service Models, and Special Projects of SML.

@seoul_library Seoul metropolitan
Library Website

SML as Policy Library
SML as Public Library

To ensure equitable library 
services without disparities, 
SML promotes public library 
operation support (5,597 libraries 
supported cumulatively; KRW 
115.334 billion) and library 
construction support (8 libraries 
under development in 
2024; KRW 6.827 billion).

To foster a vibrant reading culture, 
SML has developed and 
implemented innovative 
service models, including the 
world’s first Seoul Outdoor Library 
and Hip-Talk, a Seoul-style author 
engagement program that 
enables direct interaction 
between citizens and writers.

SML promotes the "Library is Hot 
& Cool" campaign, which 
encourages everyday climate 
action and library visits, and 
Seoul City Book Start – Mom 
Book Dodoom, which provides 
parenting information resources 
and a baby's first book to 
expectant couples and families 
with infants.

Support
Policies

Service
Model

Development

Special
Projects

SML will continue to serve as a policy library that supports the balanced development of public libraries across Seoul, while creating 
new values for libraries through innovations in reading culture and library spaces, and striving to become a world-leading public 
library together with its citizens.

Seoul Metropolitan Library

the world’s first 

Seoul
Outdoor
Library 

Hip-Talk
Library is 

Hot & Cool

Seoul City 
Book Start 

Mom Book
Dodoom

5,597 libraries
supported

cumulatively;
KRW

115.334 billion

8 libraries under 
development 

in 2024; 
KRW 

6.827 billion

서울도서관



Seoul
Outdoor
Library

Innovation in Library Space: The World's First Sustainable Outdoor Library
The Seoul Metropolitan Library has created the world's first buildingless Outdoor Library in Seoul Plaza, 
Gwanghwamun Square, and Cheonggyecheon Stream. This pioneering initiative challenges the traditional concept 
of library space by extending it beyond buildings. Rather than a one-time event, the Outdoor Library operates 
year-round as a sustainable library model.

Outdoor Library 
in Seoul Plaza
@seouloutdoorlibrary.s

Outdoor Library 
in Gwanghwamun
@seouloutdoorlibrary.g

Outdoor Library 
in Cheonggyecheon Stream
@seouloutdoorlibrary.c

Key Innovations

Locations

Awards & 
Recognition

Objective

1. Outdoor Library in Seoul Plaza
2. Outdoor Library in Gwanghwamun
3. Outdoor Library in Cheonggyecheon Stream

The Seoul Outdoor Library has become a global benchmark, inspiring similar initiatives in countries including China, Japan, France, 
and Germany.

Details

- The world's first year-round buildingless Outdoor Library

- Expanded from Seoul Plaza to Gwanghwamun Square 
 and Cheonggyecheon Stream

Innovation
in Library
Space

- Barrier-free access to books without borrowing procedures

- Diverse outdoor programs integrating reading, culture, 
 and nature in the heart of the city

Innovative
Library 
Services

- An environmentally sustainable library that minimizes 
 carbon emissions

Eco-friendly
Outdoor
Library

First Korean 
recipient 

of the IFLA 
Green Library 
Award 2023

Winner 
of the IFLA 

International 
Marketing 

Award 2024

Selected as 
an OECD 

Observatory of 
Public Sector 

Innovation (OPSI) 
2023 

Innovative Case



HIPDOK
Book Club
HIPDOK CLUB: Korea's First Public Reading Community
HIPDOK CLUB is Korea's first public reading community, bringing together 10,000 members annually. 
Built on the values of diversity, mobility, and comfort, it enables people to participate in reading activities 
anytime, anywhere, both online and offline. A tiered membership system based on reading activities 
encourages sustained engagement, while innovative reading programs foster a lasting interest 
in reading and promote a vibrant reading culture.

HIPDOK CLUB
@seouloutdoorlibrary.hipdok

Meet HIPDOK,
the Official Character of HIPDOK CLUB!

What Makes 

HIPDOK CLUB Unique?

Nomad Reading
: An Outdoor Reading Experience

HIPDOK combines the Korean character "Dok (讀)," 
meaning to read, with the word "Dog." 
The character features a friendly puppy design accented
with black, symbolizing printed text and reading.

Online Gamification Service
Members share their reading activities online—including reading logs, book reviews, and 
handwriting (copywork) challenges—and earn mileage points.

Membership Program
Members progress through a six-tier membership system based on accumulated mileage, 
starting as HIPDOK and advancing through Haechi & Soul Friends, Seoul's official mascot characters.

Reading Mob
Goal-oriented reading groups formed by members to complete shared reading challenges.

Nomad Reading
A mobile reading program where members visit scenic destinations across Korea and enjoy 
immersive reading experiences.

Reward System by Mileage
Members receive exclusive HIPDOK CLUB rewards—such as a HIPDOK light stick and reading 
journals—each time they advance to a higher membership tier.

Nomad Reading is an outdoor reading program that takes HIPDOK CLUB 
members to scenic destinations across Korea, offering unique reading 
experiences in unexpected settings. It encourages participants to step 

away from their daily routines and immerse themselves in reading in 
inspiring outdoor spaces. In 2025, the program visited locations including 

Unhyeongung Palace, Inje (Gangwon Province), and Daejeon.

Nomad 
in unhyeongung

Nomad 
in Gyeonghuigung

Nomad 
in Gangneung Palacetjdus7485@seoul.go.kr 


	가람도서관(1건)
	경기도 경기도서관(3건)
	gglibrary1
	gglibrary2
	gglibrary3

	경북대학교 도서관(1건)
	경북도서관(3건)
	1783663279635
	1783663279793
	1783663279902

	국립세종도서관(1건)
	국립어린이청소년도서관(1건)
	국립중앙도서관(3건)
	금정도서관(1건)
	농림축산검역본부(1건)
	느티나무도서관(3건)
	대구도서관(2건)
	대구도서관(2건) 1
	대구도서관(2건) 2

	부산광역시 남구청(남구도서관) (1건)
	부산광역시 북구청 도서관과(1건)
	부산광역시립시민도서관(1건)
	부산도서관(2건)
	부산시청열린도서관(1건)
	사상구 주례열린도서관(1건)
	서울도서관(3건)



